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Graduate Student Appeals and Grievances Policy

[Policy approved by the faculty at the May 3, 2006 meeting.] 

All graduate students have the right to appeal any action or decision taken by any instructor or faculty member acting in an educational or advisory capacity. 

Students are strongly encouraged to seek informal solutions to problems, such as by discussion among relevant parties. The department aims to maintain a satisfying and comfortable educational environment for all students, and places the highest priority on friendly and mutually agreeable resolutions to all problems. If informal discussion (that could include seeking advice from Graduate Student Representatives) fails to fully resolve the problem, the student may seek guidance or assistance from the relevant Graduate Area Coordinator, the Vice Chair for Graduate Studies, the Vice Chair for Undergraduate Studies (for problems involving teaching assistantships), or the Department Chair. In addition, potentially helpful services are available outside the department, such as from the Graduate School (e.g. the Associate Dean for Graduate Studies). Details and contact information for all these resources are available from the Department. If all informal avenues fail to resolve the situation, the student may choose to initiate a formal appeal. Appeals should be made in writing and addressed to the Department’s Student Appeals Committee. The appeal should state the nature of the problem and suggest a course of redress. 

The Student Appeals Committee will seek a fair and appropriate resolution to the problem. The Committee may, as it sees fit, solicit input from any of the parties involved. The Committee may also, as it sees fit, choose to consult the Department Chair, the Graduate Vice Chair, and the Executive Committee, before arriving at a decision. 

The decision made by the Student Appeals Committee will be presented to the Department at a closed meeting of the faculty, and put to a vote for final ratification. The final decision will be communicated to the student in a timely manner. 

